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A Treatise on the Law of Labor Unions. By W. A. Martin. 
(Washington, D. C: John Byrne & Co., 1910. Pp. xxv, 
650.) 

One evidence of the increasing importance and complexity of Ameri- 
can trade-union law is the increasing number and bulk of the books 
dealing with the subject. Cogley's Law of Strikes, Lockouts, and Labor 
Organizations was published in 1894; Stimson's Handbook to the Labor 
Law of the United States, in 1896; the first edition of Cooke's Law of 
Trade and Labor Combinations in 1898 and a much enlarged edition 
under the title Law of Combinations, Monoplies and Labor Unions in 
1908. Mr. Martin's bulky volume entitled A Treatise on the Law of 
Labor Unions is thus the latest in a rapidly increasing class of books. 
, A The distinctive characteristic of Mr. Martin's book as compared 
with the other American works dealing with the same subject, is that 
it is devoted entirely to the law of trade unions and that it covers the 
entire field of trade-union law. Mr. Cogley's treatise deals almost 
exclusively with the law of strikes and lockouts. A large part of Mr. 
Stimson's little book is given to the discussion of other phases of 
labor law, e. g., factory acts, employers' liability, etc. Mr. Cook's 
book was concerned with labor unions only in their relation to the law 
of combinations. It follows that Mr. Martin deals with many phases 
of the law of trade unions untouched or only briefly treated by his 
predecessors in the field. Notable illustrations of the fullness of Mr. 
Martin's treatment of the subject are his discussions of the law relating 
to the internal administration of the unions, to union membership, and 
to union labels. 

Mr. Martin's method of treatment is distinguished chiefly by the 
exhaustive character of his citations, and by the excellence of his 
arrangement of the matter for ease in consulting. It is distinctly a 
topical method. He examines the cases bearing upon each particular 
point and condemns or approves cases according as they agree or 
disagree with the majority of cases bearing on that point, without 
much reference to how far the law of trade unions can be referred to 
concordant general principles. He makes no attempt to bring forward 
any one principle or set of principles and to establish them as con- 
trolling. His work is thus in marked contrast to that of Mr. Cooke 
in the same field. 

The English and Canadian decisions have been considered. Also 
recent legislation in Canada and England — -e. g., the Canadian Indus- 
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trial Disputes Act and the English Trade Disputes Act of 1906 — 
relating to the law of trade unions are noted. A feature of the work 
which will interest students of trade unionism and will commend 
the work to the practising lawyer is the collection in the Appendix 
of a number of approved forms of pleadings, injunctions, and restrain- 
ing orders. 

G. E. B. 



Corruption in American Politics and Life. By Robert C. 
Brooks. (New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1910. 
Pp. 309.) 

Within recent years the American nation has experienced a very 
significant social and political upheaval as a result of the exposure 
of corrupt and illegal methods in political life. The influence exerted 
by private business interests in public affairs has been exploited 
until the people have become thoroughly aroused. Popular maga- 
zines have vied with each other in bringing charges against individuals 
and corporations quite regardless, at times, of a fine sense of honor 
in hewing close to facts and evidence. Committees of investigation 
and courts of justice have brought to light conditions shocking to the 
moral sense of every self-respecting citizen. An awakened public 
conscience with respect to the evils thus laid bare has manifested 
itself in strengthening the arm of the law so as to prevent political 
malpractices and to deal with them more effectively when discovered. 
The work of Dr. Brooks deals with various phases of the problem 
of corrupt practices which have become issues of national importance. 
In accordance with the words of the preface the volume was prepared 
and published as a pathological study of a group of social ills in the 
cool and systematic spirit of the scientific investigator of physical 
_disgases. .The volume is comprised of chapters on apologies for 
political corruption and the nature of political corruption both of which 
are reprints from articles previously published in the International 
Journal of Ethics and the Political Science Quarterly and separate 
studies on the persistence of corruption — corruption in the profes- 
sions, journalism, and higher education — corruption in business and 
politics — campaign contributions and corruption and notoriety. 

The author discusses fully the nature of corruption, its prevalence 
^nd influence on American life, the methods of combating the resulting 



